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LIBREVILLE FOR RSO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, ASEC, CG 

SUBJECT: LETTER BOMB EXPLODES AT UK EMBASSY 
REF: KINSHASA 8102 

FOLLOWING IS ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL DATA ON LETTER BOMB 
THAT EXPLODED AT APPROXIMATELY 0930 SEPT 17 IN UK EMB: 

1. EXTERIOR APPEARANCE: BROWN ENVELOPE OF TYPE USED 
FOR PERIODICALS OR PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL. APPROX. 7" X 
4-3/4" X 1/2" IN SIZE. ENVELOPE ADDRESSED IN LIGHT BLUE 
INK TO UK AMB USING FULL NAME AND TITLE BUT FORMER 
ADDRESS OF EMBASSY. "PAR AVION" ALSO HANDWRTTEN IN 
STYLE WHICH LEADS BRITISH OFFICIALS TO BELIEVE IT 
WRITTEN BY PERSON OF FRENCH SCHOOLING. LETTER AIR- 
MAILED FROM PARIS WITH MACHINE ISSUED POSTAGE TO VALUE 
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OF FRANCS 17.50. ENVELOPE WEIGHED 8-10 OZ. 
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2. CONTENTS: PAPERBACK TYPE BOOK SIZE 6-1/2" X 4- 1/2" 

X 1/2". TITLE: 'THE BLUFFER'S GUIDE, YOU WAY IN 
MARKETING". 

3. EXPLOSIVE: TWO TO THREE OZ. DARK BLACK MATERIAL 
SPECKED WITH WHITE CRYSTALS WITH CONSISTENCY OF PLIABLE 
TAR. FAINT SMELL OF NITROGLYCERINE DISCERNIBLE. 

SECURITY OFFICER FROM ISRAELI EMB SPECULATED EXPLOSIVE 
MIGHT BE TYPE 808 OR "ALMOND SOAP". ORDINANCE OFFICER 
ATTACHED TO US MILITARY MISSION WHO EXAMINED BOMB, 
BELIEVES TYPE 808 TO VOLATILE TO SURVIVE MAILS AND THAT 
MATERIAL PROBABLY NOT TYPE 808. HOWEVER, HE CANNOT 
IDENTIFY EXPLOSIVE MATERIAL. 

4. DETONATING DEVICE: SMALL ELECTRIC COPPER BLASTING 
CAP (POSSIBLY SIMILAR TO NO. 6) POWERED BY SMALL FLAT 
NICKLE CADMIUM BATTERY CONNECTED TO STRIPS OF TIN FOIL 
CONTACTS GLUED TO OPPOSITE PAGES OF BOOK. CONTACTS WERE 
SEPARATED BY CARDBOARD INSULATOR GLUED TO ENVELOPE. 

5. EXPLOSION OCCURRED WHEN BOOK WITHDRAWN APPROXIMATELY 
1-1/2". BLASTING CAP APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN IMPROPERLY 
POSITIONED AND NOT IN LINE WITH EXPLOSIVE, THEREFORE, 

ONLY BLASTING CAP AND SMALL AMOUNT OF CHARGE ACTUALLY 
DETONATED, MANGLING HAND OF U.K. SECURITY OFFICER BUT 
NOT INJURING TWO BYSTANDERS. IF FULL CHARGE HAD DETONATED, 
EXPLOSIVE EXPERT BELIEVES ALL THREE WOULD HAVE BEEN KILLED. 

6. EMB HAS OBTAINED SAMPLE OF EXPLOSIVE FOR ANALYSIS 
AND REQUESTS INSTRUCTIONS FOR FORWARDING. PHOTOS AND 
DRAWINGS OF EXPLOSIVE DEVICE WILL BBE SENT NEXT AIRPOUCH. 
VANCE 
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